
DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING OF CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
held on Thursday 12th September 2024 at 7pm in the Village Hall

Present:
Andrew Wilby (AW) Chairman of the Meeting
David Mumford (DM) Councillor
Martin Rowling (MR) Councillor
Jose Rowling (JR) Councillor 
Catherine Ruffley (CR) Councillor
Andrew Field (AF) Councillor
Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Steven Kerridge (SK)
(10 present) John and Christine Emmett

Welcome to members and parishioners by Stuart Rolt

1. Apologies received:-
Cllr Stuart Rolt

2. Councillor declarations of interest & dispensations in the following agenda items: None.

3. Receive minutes of the meeting held on 18th July 2024 as an accurate record of the 
Parish Council official acts and decisions Proposed by DM, seconded by JR and agreed by 
all Councillors present.

4. Public Concerns (prior notice to the the Chair or the Parish Clerk is recommended)

4.1 SK commented upon the minutes of the last meeting.  AW advised that whilst the Parish 
Council is able to be sympathetic to localised vehicle damage and the additional use of 
Banbury Lane commensurate with HS/2 works, it has no responsibility for the same. 

Highways responsibility lies with the West Northants Unitary Council contractor for 
Northamptonshire Highways, who insist that all
reported problems and issues be forwarded through
FixMyStreet at fix.westnorthants.gov.uk  

DM has kindly reinstated the raised drain cover on
Banbury Lane.  The Clerk has obtained guideline
pricing for new village signs, akin to that recently
installed in Eydon by sott.co.uk at £700 for the first
including artwork; £500 for each additional one (using
existing poles), cast in a solid, rigid polyurethane with
lettering in relief and hand-painted:-  20+ years life.

4.2 There were discussions over the plans for a football pitch on the Village cricket field.  

These were part of the original plans approved in December 2019 for The Hill Field, 
submitted as part of the Sports England grant application, for a 7-a-side pitch with 3m 
run-off, available at:-  wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/S/2019/0855/MAF

These plans were noted in the Parish Council minutes of 12 March 2019 (considered 
public comments after a exhibition in January 2019); 9 July 2019 (printed copies in The 
Forge).  Also announced in the Culworth Newsletter of Feb/Mar 2019, amongst others. 
www.culworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/culworth-parish-council-18681/culworth-village/  

Subsequent to the Play Park installation, further discussion as to its location is required.  
Perhaps parallel to the southern boundary fence of The Hill Field?
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5. Matters Arising from previous Parish Council minutes

5.1 Ref 4.2:  Update on WNC Advisory 20 mph signs.  WNC advisory 20mph signs are now 
posted in Moreton Pinkney.  West Northants Council does not support the blanket 20mph
restrictions, like those being trialled in Oxfordshire.  This can be raised with the WNC 
Councillor directly, when in attendance.  The Clerk advised that the moving of a single 
30mph sign by Highways in Moreton Pinkney will take the best part of 18 months, even 
when agreed by all parties concerned.  

5.2 Ref 4.3:  Update on repositioning the village’s Vehicle Activated speed Sign (VAS).  
A special anti-theft key has been obtained, to assist in its relocation – it is bulky and a 
two-person task.  It may be most effective where presently placed, rather than on a 
steep up-hill slope?  Proposal not to relocate the sign at this time:  proposed by JR; 
seconded by CR and agreed by all Councillors present.  No further action required.

5.3 Ref 4.4:  Update on nearby HS/2 road closure during September
Notice placed on the Parish Council noticeboard by the clerk; distributed to Councillors on
28 Aug 2024.

5.4 Ref 4.5:  Revision options for the trial Play Park signage GD
The Clerk distributed the revision shown in Appendix A, for comment.  Councillors 
considered an addition of ‘Children to be supervised by a parent or guardian’  GD.

5.5 Ref 5.2:  Clerk’s letter to Tree Tops requesting an update to their previous reporting.
Carried forwards GD.

5.6 Ref 5.3:  Update on The Hill Field signage for Entrance / Exit.  Ready for installation CR

5.7 Ref 5.4:  Update on local volunteer and £175 annual Play Park inspections AF GD
AF has kindly performed an inspection of the equipment, finding nothing loose.  Litter 
was picked-up from around the bin.

5.8 Ref 5.5:  Clerk’s progress with the outstanding burial registrations.  Carried forward GD.

6. Correspondence received by Councillors

6.1 15 Jul:  WNC have your say on draft Parks Development Strategy, by 8 September
6.2 15 Jul:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 12/07 – Bees’ Needs’; Pay Claim 2024/25

6.3 25 Jul:  N-CALC Training Newsletter – July
6.4 25 Jul:  Parish Online Newsletter – an alternative Parish email account supplier
6.5 25 Jul:  WNC Draft Parks development consultation, by 8 September
6.6 25 Jul:  WNC three more briefings (Transport & Planning) in Aug & Sep
6.7 25 Jul:  WNC celebrates its achievements and set course for 2024/25, annual report
6.8 25 Jul:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 19/07 – Government proposes devolution deals
6.9 25 Jul:  WNC support for Universal’s theme park and resort for Bedford
6.10 25 Jul:  WNC enforcement at property with drug related anti-social behaviour

6.11 27 Jul:  WNC Town & Parish Briefing – July
6.12 27 Jul:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 26/07 – Training & Development; SLCC Northants
6.13 27 Jul:  Consultation on draft local transport plan, by 17 October
6.14 27 Jul:  WNC availability of Planning Surgeries (15 minute slots for complex cases)
6.15 29 Jul:  SLCC weekly news digest 29/07 – Historic England adapting historic buildings

6.16 19 Aug:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 16/08 – Local Gov’t pay; 77th Annual Conf 5 October
6.17 19 Aug:  SBA External Audit has now commenced its processing
6.18 19 Aug:  Bird Keepers need to register their flocks, from 1 October
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6.19 26 Aug:  WNC Town & Parish Briefing – August
6.20 28 Aug:  WNC Autumn events (trees, local transport, planning)
6.21 28 Aug:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 23/08 – call for Community Case Studies
6.22 28 Aug:  WNC Kier notice of local HS/2 disruption from 16 Sep – 13 Oct
6.23 28 Aug:  WNC Tour of West Northants bike race on Sat 7 Sept, inc Culworth
6.24 28 Aug:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 09/08 – Civil unrest; Planning reform and housebuilding

6.25 29 Aug:  NHS-Katharine House Hospice – needs your help
6.26 29 Aug:  WNC update on Trafford Road bridge (no strengthening this year)
6.27 29 Aug:  WNC to move forward with finances, after balance sheet disaggregation
6.28 29 Aug:  N-CAL invitation to 77th Annual conference Sat 5 Oct at Moulton
6.29 29 Aug:  WNC 5-year strategy for unpaid carers to be rolled out
6.30 29 Aug:  WNC open consultation on Pharmaceutical Needs, by 6 Oct
6.31 29 Aug:  N-CALC eUpdate Jul/Aug – background on its new Chief Exec
6.32 29 Aug:  WNC views sought on improving electric vehicles infrastructure, by 1 Sep
6.33 29 Aug:  WNC to upgrade its services for residents
6.34 29 Aug:  BRTA notes recent withdrawal of government’s local rail re-openings fund

6.35 3 Sep:  WNC Kier notice of closure of Banbury Road by Thorpe Mandeville, 16 Sept+
6.36 3 Sep:  WNC have your say on trees and woodlands management, by 13 Oct
6.37 3 Sep:  WNC local transport plan consultation, by 17 Oct
6.38 3 Sep:  WNC Bus Service improvements by Stagecoach
6.39 3 Sep:  WNC have your say on Trees & Woods strategy, by 13 Oct
6.40 3 Sep:  WNC residents urged to compete annual canvass (update electoral register)
6.41 3 Sep:   N-CALC mini eUpdate 30/08 – Annual Conf; Changes to Employment Law

6.42 5 Sep:  Example of Eydon village signs by Signs of the Times
6.43 5 Sep:  Welcoming the Tour Sat 7 September
6.44 6 Sep:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 06/09 – Summer Return;  Last call to N-CALC Annual Conf

6.55 11 Sep:  WNC Prepare for nature Recovery – strategy consultation; 24 Oct webinar
6.66 11 Sep:  WNC Have your say!  Feedback request on Tour of Britain stage; Heritage
6.67 11 Sep:  N-CALC Training Newsletter – Sept edition

7. Report back on Cycle Race through the village on Sat 7th September 2024

A positive event for villagers lining the route through the village.  This received a 
mention in a WNC report, even commenting upon the bunting.  Amateur video was also 
posted on social medial, of the cyclists powering up the slope towards the Green.

8. Review of the Autumn perimeter Planting of a native species hedgerow

It is hoped to raise a villager working party in November to assist with planting these 
saplings close to the boundary fencing behind the Play pPark (may need prior clearing).  
If the weather is inclement, they may need heeling-in to a temporary location. TBA.

9. Possible positioning of goal post(s) on The Hill Field – see 4.2 above

10. Consideration of the updated Standing Orders including a revised Complaints procedure
Carried Forward GD.

11. Consideration of new Financial Regulations (2024) supplied by N-CALC.  
Carried Forward GD.

12. Parish Council Burial Ground activities
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JR is working with DM and will check the headstones.  Our contractor Roger Smith will be 
asked to trim the burial ground hedge in the Autumn JR.

13. Planning (items available at wnc.planning-register.co.uk + Advanced Planning + Parish)

13.1 2024/3779/TCA:  Reduce canopy of 1x Beech tree at 1 Queens Street OX17 2AT by 29 
Aug.

13.2 2024/3131/TCA:  Removal of co-dominant stem and three laterals from a Horsechestnut
tree at the Manor House, the Green OX17 2BB.  No Objections 6 Aug.

13.3 2024/3049/TCA:  Fell one Ash tree to ground level at Danvers House, High Street OX17 
1BD.  No Objections 29 Jul.

13.4 2024/2923/TCA:  Reduce crown of Eucalyptus by approx 7m at The Red Lion, Hight 
Street OX17 2BD.   No Objections 25 Jul.

13.5 2024/2853/TCA:  Notification of tree works at The Old Bakehouse, The Green OX17 2BB 
(Reduction to 1x Bay Tree; Removal of 1x Juniper, 1x Yew and 1x Bush).  FYI.  
Councillors had no comments on this.  No Objections 18 Jul.

13.6 2024/2800/OUT:  Extension to existing barn to form living accommodation for pub 
owners and / or staff at The Red Lion, High Street OX17 2BD by 1 July.  Councillors 
supported this application.  Pending.

13.7 2024/2589/FULL:  New agricultural barn, new track and access to land adjacent to Peas 
Furlong, Sulgrave Road by 14 June.  Councillors Objected to this application on grounds 
of its dangerous access on the brow of a hill within a National Speed Limit (60 mph) 
area.  Pending.

13.8 2024/2101/FULL:  Construction of 4 bedroom dwelling, double garage and vehicle 
access on land adjacent to Barley Hill, Sulgrave Road.  Supported by Council.  Pending.

13.9 2023/2358/LBC:  Replace existing approaches along front elevation and replace 
windows and doors (inclusive of supporting works) at Myrtle Cottage, Sulgrave Road 
OX17 2AP by 3 June.  Councillors had No Objections.  Approved 6 Aug.

14. Audit and Accounts

14.1. Consideration of the int/ext audit report(s) and the Council’s response

No progress has been reported by the External Auditor.  The Internal audit report by Gill 
Wells was distributed to Councillors on 26 July and is included in Appendix B, with a 
number of detailed recommendations to Council, noted.  Item 13 had a particular 
recommendation which has been addressed with the assistance of the former Clerk.  
That this explanatory response be returned to Gill Wells was proposed by DM, seconded 
by CR and agreed by all Councillors present GD.  This permits the VAT reclaim for 2023-
24 to proceed GD.

14.2 Consideration of the final cost reconciliation for the CHFT upgrades 2023-24.
Carried Forward GD.

14.3 Adoption of new Financial Regulations (2024), model supplied by N-CALC
Carried forward GD.

14.4 Update on registration with12cloudpayroll.com for Clerk’s zero PAYE for 2024-25.
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The Clerk attempted to do this but was stymied by a declaration that they could only 
accept Direct debit instructions from Personal bank Accounts.  Thus for the time being, 
this will be accomplished via the Clerk’s expenses.  However, this has been previously 
achieved for Preston Capes’ online account GD.

14.5 Unity Bank ‘upgrade’ to T2 account since over £100,000 turnover, 15p/transaction 18/9

The Clerk’s appeal was dismissed and charges will commence in a week’s time.  A good 
reason to promptly pay this month’s bills, whilst still free!  The Clerk proposes to demand
a return to T1 in the first week of January 2025, when the turn-over will be below the T2 
threshold for the preceding calendar year (their current yardstick) GD.

14.6 Progress report on outstanding VAT reclaim for 2022-23; also for 2023-24. See 14.1 GD

14.7 Consider and approve the Parish Council payments listed below, proposed by JR, seconded
by AF and agreed by all Councillors present.  To be signed-off by SR and DM:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total
Cartwright Landscapes mowing of Greens and other areas on 1st 
and 15th July (C45513) and 12th August (C45594)
Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10

£398.75
£66.75

£79.75
£13.35 £558.60

Roger Smith mowing of Burial Ground x4 July; strim BG x2 July; Mow-
strim Play Park x2 July (Inv 737); mowing BG x3 Aug; strim BG x2 Aug;
Mow-strim Play Park x2 Aug (Inv 756)
Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10

£228.00
£204.00

-
- £432.00

Wave supply of water to cricket field 16 May to 15 Aug
Provide recreation grounds and manage them: Public Health Act 1875

£22.37 - £22.37

Texprep 80x village newsletter July 2024 (Inv 26994)
Local Government Act 1972, provision of information s.142

£25.10 - £25.10

Parish Online mapping subscription to 10 Aug 2025 (Inv 34UG021-
0005).  Local Government Act 1972, subscription s.143

£40.00 £8.00 £48.00

JPG MK Limited professional services organising the construction of 
the site crossovers  Inv 232/08/536
Provide recreation grounds and manage them: Public Health Act 1875

£700.00 £140.00 £840.00

Colin Styles General Building Contractor for 2-off crossovers 
installation at both entrance and exit to The Hill Field.  Inv 020W
Provide recreation grounds and manage them: Public Health Act 1875

£8,264.09 £1,652.82 £9,916.91

Citizens Advice Bureau Banbury Branch, grant for 2023-24 and 
2024-25, ref 8.6 Minutes of Meeting 18 July 2024
Local Gov’t Act 1972, contribution to charitable body s.177(2D)(3)

£200.00 - £200.00

Gary Denby Parish Clerk gross remuneration and expenses 
(8 weeks) including home office expenses 18 Jul – 11 Sep
plus expenses for 1 ream A4 copy paper
Local Government Act 1972 Appointment of Staff s.112

£517.44
£57.20

£8.63 - £583.27

Yu Energy Street lighting electricity charges 01 – 31 Jul 2024 (DD)
43.5 p/day standing; 27.08 day 27.08 night p/kWh (Inv 01857404)
Highways Act 1980, lighting functions s.98

£91.68
£13.59

£4.58
£0.68 £110.53

Yu Energy Street lighting electricity charges 01 – 31 Aug 2024 (DD)
43.5 p/day standing; 27.08 day 27.08 night p/kWh (Inv 01925483)
Highways Act 1980, lighting functions s.98

£93.22
£13.64

£4.66
£0.68 £112.20

15. Items for the next Parish Council agenda

15.1 It has been suggested that the Play Park gate might be made to be self-closing using a 
weight (as with Public footpaths).  Proposed by MR, seconded by AF and agreed by all 
Councillors present.  Paul Lewis to be approached MR.
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15.2 Some of the village green areas need recording on the council’s Parish Online map and 
registering as green spaces (requires evidence of 20 year’s public use without 
permissions of hindrance) GD.

16. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 14th November at 7pm in the village hall.

Meeting closed at 8.20 pm

         …………………………. ……………………….
         Chairman Date
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APPENDIX A:  PROPOSED REVISION TO PLAY PARK NOTICE
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APPENDIX B:  INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2023-24 from G Wells at N-CALC
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